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FROM THE EDITOR
We were in the end of 2016, and Paradigma. Jurnal Kajian Budaya Volume 6 Number 2 would be 
published soon. First, we wish that the year 2017 will be prosperous for the study of culture: a great deal of 
research will come out with excellent results, and many studies will generate good articles.
Moreover, in this version we have published five articles that are under a big theme of “culture”. The 
first article shows us the consequences of global climate changes on dry land farming that forces the farmers 
to change their mind set. But the problem is not only global climate changes, the farmers faced also the 
economical problems so that many of them prefered to move to urban areas. The researcher thought that the 
farmers could overcome those problems by the use of modern technology, by training, and the intervention of 
the local government as well as the private institutions. The next article exposes the signification of a prayer 
for the Lio ethnic group in the east part of Indonesia. Lio people practiced their own belief long time before 
the propagation of religions and nowadays they still  recite  the Batuna’u prayer for different occasions. This 
fact means that certain cultural values are still respected and considered as a guide of comportment.   
The two articles that follow are the results of research on language. The first one shows how different 
cultures affect the translation of poems, in particular the proverbs which conclude every poem. The translator 
has overcome the problems of translating proverbes used in the poemes of La Fontaine fables by looking 
into Indonesian proverbes that are equivalent, but most of the time she had to paraphrase them in order to 
maintain the original meaning. The second one talks about the richness of Banten culture, especially about 
the different alphabets used in inscriptions and manuscripts. The research found that four kinds of alphabet 
have been used in Banten before the colonial periode: Arabic, Jawi, Pegon, and Hanacaraka. And under the 
colonial government, Banten people began to use Roman alphabet which is still in use nowadays. 
And last but not least, a study about rock arts has been carried out by an archeologist in South 
Sulawesi. Indonesia actually is the richest country of rock arts,  thousands year tradition that can be found 
not only in the five big islands, but also in the small ones. The rock arts of Leang Uhallie, District of Bone, 
South Sulawesi are interesting for their richness. The research found three motifs of hand with 21 variations, 
and the dominant motif is original of Leang Uhallie.
Have a pleasant reading, and may the articles be fruitful for all of us!
Rahayu Surtiati Hidayat
Editor-in-Chief
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